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with disgust, while in the physical it is more 'analogous to disease and suffering, and is contemplated with pity: but in neither is there room for regarding it with disapproval as a sin. The mode in which man is hung on to the outer universe, to the exclusion of his original or personal causation, is somewhat different in the two systems. For the usual ethical conception of freedom, viz. a true preferential power, capable of determining the previously indeterminate, the metaphysic doctrine substitutes the notion of mere spontaneity, or undisturbed development from within, by a force wholly indigenous to the being himself: while the physical doctrine subjugates him to an external necessity, referring his seeming activity back into prior conditions not inherent, and explaining them away from efficient causes into natural effects. It may also be remarked, as a consequence or rather perhaps only another phase of this distinction, that the idea of Personality is differently conceived in the two schools \ being identified with the active power of rational mind in the one case; with the passive continuity of unbroken consciousness in the other. In the metaphysic scheme, the spontaneous energy of thought evolving itself in products, constitutes a person; in the physical, the mere having impressions, or being the theatre of feelings, joined with the power of giving them a collective name, constitutes a person. The former necessarily regards the human person6 as subordinate or miniature to the divine, the counterpart and symbol of its great prototype; and though the notion of personality may be altogether an inadequate one, it is not less elevated and full in relation to the Mind of the universe than in relation to bur own. But the latter theory, when fairly carried out, as it is in our days, makes man the first person that has existed, so far as we know: it is not that an eternal divine Reason has come down and appeared on the scale of his small life; but that phenomenal laws and blind currents of force have so converged as to warm and colour the clay of which he comes, and set up the surprise of a self-conscious being, Thus between the systems